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Red Hill Assessment Guidelines Issued 


Compiled by Pierre Arnold 
from HNCfiles. 

The final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) Guidelines for the Panel 
Review ofthe Red Hill Creek Expressway 
project were released on Oct 15. 

The Panel heard over 100 oral 
submissions and received an additional 
176 written submissions duringthe public 
consultation period in September. They 
appear to have paid close attention to 
these submissions. The result is a 
significantly improved final Guidelines. 
The Club, specific contributors, and friends 
of HNC can be proud that they have 
influenced the final Guidelines by 
addressing the Panel. 

Here are the most notable excerpts 
from the Guidelines thathave aHamilton 
Naturalists’ Club stamp. 

The Panel asks the Region for its 
current views of how the Project relates 
to the Region’s sustainable development 
strategies outlined in various documents 
such as the Region’s Official Plan, Vision 
2020 and the Red Hill Creek Watershed 
Action Plan. 

The Panel requires the Region to give 
an understanding of past and future 


environmental, economicand social fiends 
in the Region and how the Project will 
influence these trends is required. The 
inclusion of a time perspective, from the 
early planning ofthe Project (late 1970’s) 
to its operation over the next few decades 
to 2020, is important in orderto providethe 
Panel with a full understanding of the 
cumulative environmental effects of the 
Project in combination with other past, 
present and reasonably foreseeable 
projects. 

An ecosystem based approach must 
be adopted forthe review. In orderto gain 
an adequate understanding ofthe effects 
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the Proj ectmay have on various ecosystem 
components, the Panel believes that 
ecosystem components cannot be 
evaluated in isolation of one another. 
Rather, an ecosystem-based approach 
must be adopted to ensure that the review 
addresses both the directimpacts thatthe 
Projectwillhaveonthevarious ecosystem 
components, as well as the interactions 
that will occur between ecosystem 
components as a result of the Project 
being carried out. 

TheProponent (theRegion)is required 
to identify the planning context for the 
environmental assessment ofthe Project, 
as well as the need forthe environmental 
assessment under the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act. Policy 
and planning considerations, such as 
govemmenl policies, regulations, and land 
use plans, that have a bearing on the 
Project are to be discussed. These include, 
but are not limited to: Red Hill Creek 
Watershed ActionPlan; HamiltonHarbour 
Remedial Action Plan (HHRAJP); Great 
Lakes Water Quality Agreement (1978; 
1987 Protocol); Canada-Ontario 
Agreement (COA) Respecting the Great 
Lakes Basin Ecosystem, 1994; Vision 
2020; Hamilton-Wentwoi th Official Plan; 
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Hamilton Air Quality Initiative; Niagara 
EscarpmentPlan; Ontario Wetlands Policy 
Statement (1992); The World Biosphere 
Reserve designation for the Niagara 
Escarpment. 

The Region is asked to demonstrate 
how it has applied the precautionary 
principle in its Project design and 
management. 

The Region has to identify the potential 
adverse and beneficial environmental 
effects of each feasible alternative means 
to a level of detail which is sufficient to 
allow the Panel and the public to compare 
the Project with the alternatives in terms 
oftheenvironmental, social and economic 
costs and benefits. 

The full text of the Guidelines is 
available on the website of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency. Go 
to <www. ceaa.gc. ca>, click on Site Map, 
andthenonNewsReleases. Thefirstitem 
is the press release and the second takes 
you to the full text of the final guidelines. 
Here are some excerpts: 

...The Panel is aware that the 
Proponent [the Region] filed a court 
challenge on August4,1999, related to this 
review. However, the Panel understands 
that despite the court challenge, the Region 
wfUstiUrequireaFisheriesActauthorization 
in relation to the Project and a federal 
environmental review will ultimately be 
required. In the interest of conducting an 
efficient and timely review, the Panel is 
proceeding with the review of the Proj ect 
as mandated. Although the Proponenthas 
previously indicated that it will not 
participate in the review given the court 
challenge, it is the Panel’s hope that the 
Proponent will reconsider its position and 
prepare the EIS based on theseguidelines. 


.... the Panel has decided that... socio¬ 
economic issues, such as the Project’s 
transportation potential to negatively or 
positively affect economic development 
within the Region, must be included in the 
review’. In addition, members of the 
community constitute part of the 
environment to be assessed by the Panel. 
As such, adverse and beneficial effects of 
theProjectonmembersofthe community 
with respect to health, recreation and 
other aspects of social well-being, need to 
be examined by the Panel to ensure a 
holistic understanding of the Project’s 
effects. 

....TheProponentshouldindicatehow' 
it has ensured meaningful public 
involvement relating to the Project in the 
recent past and/or as part of this review'. 
In particular, the Proponent shoul d discuss 
how it has consulted with residents and 
organizations that are likely to be affected 
by the Project, and other parties who may 
be interested in the Project. 

... .The Proponent should provide.... 
an analysis of alternatives to the 
expressway including, but not limited to: 
alternative routes, the “do nothing” 
scenario, management of transportation 
demand using available infrastructure, 
improving existing roadways, or alternative 
modes oftransportation (including urban 
transit) and non-highway based facilities 
to a level of detail which is sufficient to 
allow the Panel and the public to compare 
the Project with the alternatives in terms 
of the economic costs and the 
environmental, social and economic 
benefits; an analysis of alternative means 
of carrying out the expressway including, 
but not limited to, alternative routings, 
configurations, and terminal points; 

.Without limiting the range of 


considerations, the Proponent should 
consider the follow'ing components, the 
interactions between these components, 
and their interactions with the socio¬ 
economic environment: 

• current status and role of public 
transportation; 

• transportation grow'th and traffic 
trends since circa. 1975, including a 
discussion of how induced traffic has 
affected these trends. Whenever possible, 
past traffic studies, including information 
pertaining to past traffic forecasts and 
accuracy of those predictions, should be 
used as a basis for discussion: 

• up to date transportation studies on 
current inter- and intra-regional traffic 
patterns. Studiesshouldincludeinformation 
on traffic flows, average speeds, timing of 
traffic, origins and destinations, accident 
rates, induced traffic and vehicle mix; 

• analysis of current major 
transportationproblems within the Region 
ofHamilton-Wentworth(e.g. withrespect 
to traffic congestion, safety issues, etc.); 

• up-to-date medium (to 2010) and 
long-term (to 2020) local and regional 
transportation demand forecasts (including 
probabilities and margins of error); 

• relationship ofthe arterial roadways 
to the current uses of the Red Hill Creek 
valley area and the Niagara Escarpment; 
• any Official Plans within theProject area 
pertaining to land or water use: 

• present and potential conflicts or 
restriction in terms of existing land use 
pattems(e.g. contaminated sites, protected 
areas); • where appropriate, current land 
ownership and property values in the Red 
Hill Creek valley and surrounding areas 
should be addressed; 
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• historical, archaeological, cultural 
and paleontological sites of the area 
including aboriginal treaties in force or 
undernegotiation; 

• protected areas such as parks, 
sanctuaries or wetlands, whether 
established or proposed; 


• level and value of recreational, 
educational, scenic and other social uses 
of the Project area, (eg. use of parks, golf 
courses, football fields, trails, pedestrian 
paths, and open spaces), especially by the 
young; 

• an analysis oftrends and the current 


status of greenspace, parks, and other 
recreational areas in East Hamilton and 
the Region; 

" health of the residents of the area 
most directly impacted by the Project, 
particularly the young and the elderly. Hi 


Meeting Celebrates Club’s 80th Anniversary 


by Jim and Jean Stollard 

At the Annual General Meeting held 
October 4th, the proposed new by-laws, 
which were circulated to the membership 
in a special edition of the Wood Duck, 
were accepted without debate. The new 
Board of Directors was presented and 
elected. That done, the rest ofthe meeting 
wasdevotedtohearingffomourmembers. 

Rick Symmes, newly appointed 
Executive Director of the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists, made a short speech 
on behalf of the FON executive 
congratulating us on our 80th anniversary 
and appealing for donations to help the 
FON acquire and conserve 15,000 acres 
of Alvar Coast on Manitoulin Island. This 
tract is one of two or three of the best 
areas of its type in North America with an 
abundance of rare species, including the 
Lakeside Daisy, Hill’s Thistle, and Blazing 
Star. 

Larry and AnitaNickerson of Green 
Venture, anon-profit organization which 
promotes energy, water, and waste 
conservation for a healthy greenspace, 
presented a slide show. Green Venture 
offers free consultations in the home to 
explain how the homeowner can protect 
the environment by cutting down or 
eliminating sources of waste and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Larry and Anitaexplained about global 


warming and how we all contribute to it 
and then offered practical suggestions as 
to how we might improve the situation. 
Suggestions such as: turning down the 
thermostat at night or when away from 
homeorusingaprogrammablethermostat; 
changing the furnace filter every 4-6 
weeks; doing weather stripping and heat 
sealing; planting trees to cut a/c needs - 3 
well placed trees can cut cooling 
requirements 10-15%; fixing leaky taps 
and installing an aerator on the faucet; 
using compactflorescent bulbs; composting 
food and garden waste; reducing car use 
and avoiding excessive idling. Useful 
ad vice to anyone interested in contributing 
to abetter environment. 

Ted Siwak presented an excellent 
slide show of pictures he has taken in and 
around the RBG. There weremany striking 
images of plants, birds and insects along 
with beautiful scenic shots. Ted let the 
pictures speak for themselves and they 
spoke volumes about the natural beauty 
thatexists here in the Hamilton- Burlington 
area. 

T anya MacGregor from Bird Studies 
Canada spoke to us briefly about the Bam 
Owl nestbox program in Norfolk and 
Halton Regions. Two hundred boxes are 
to be installed before winter as we try for 
aself-sustaining population ofBam Owls. 
Ifyou are interested in participating, please 


call Bird Studies Canada to contact T anya 

Walter Muma closed the meeting 
with a talk on caretakmg, a subject he 
learned attheT om BrownTracking School 
in New Jersey. Caretaking is part of the 
philosophy of Stalking Wolf, the man who 
taught Tom Brown how to love the earth. 
Caretaking is a way of living, a way to be 
an integral, equal part of creation. T o lend 
a helping hand to nature is aprimehuman 
purpose. When we walk about in nature 
we should ask the sacred questions: What 
happened here? What does it tell us? We 
need to become one with the earth in order 
to understands The earthis dying, butwe 
can save it -- if we choose. 

Before and after the meeting special 
refreshments including wine were served 
to commemorate our 80th anniversaiy 
and a video by George Drought on the 
birds ofNewfoundland played in the lobby. 

Next month our new President, Dr. 
Christine Bishop, will tell us about her 
adventures in Africa. HI 


Fall Bird Count 

The fall bird count is on Sunday, 
November 7 this year and cover the 
entireHamilton study area All birders 
are needed to obtain full coverage. 
Contact Bill Lamond at (519) 
756-9546 to participate. 
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Kevin McLaughlins’ September Bird Walk 


by Heather Wilson 
It was the last sunny Sunday of 
September when a fair sized group 
gathered at Dundurn in search of 
shorebirds. And shore birds we found, 
along with a mix of others. 
The cemetery' trip yielded us a very' good 
view of an osprey quietly' sitting on a 
branch at eye level; it did a fly-by for us 
beforeheading off Farther on we spotted 
a Yellow-bellied Sapsuckerand a Downy. 
In the distance we could hear a large 
number of crows, they were serenading a 
Great Homed Owl over on the other side 
ofthe cemetary (we were told by' informed 
sources sometime later). Down the hill, 
beside the noisy bridge we found a 
Kingfisher, aGreat Egret, Black-crowned 
Night Heron and some Great Blue Herons 
perched in the trees. Two Hooded 
Merganser were frolicking in the water 

The Barn 

by Tanya McGregor 
How w'ouldyou like to take part in an 
on-the-ground conservation effortto help 
re-establish an endangered species in 
southwestern Ontario? Many' ofyou may 
be familiar with the Bam Owl, asmall ow'l 
w'hich nests in bams, silos, abandoned 
buildings, and treehollows. It is considered 
to be a valuable agricultural predator, 
because its diet consists strictly of small 
rodents, primarily mice. Over the past 
several decades the Barn Ow'l has been in 
slow' decline across southwestern Ontario, 
due to loss or lack of suitable foraging 
habitat and nesting areas, and predation by 
raccoons and other owis. Its status in 
Ontario w'as upgraded this year to 
Endangered, by the Committee on the 
Status ofEndangered Wildlife in Canada. 


w'hen we arm ed. 

We headed to the north shore now 
that the bright sun didn’t blind us. In the 
duck category' we were fortunate to see 
Gadwall, American Wigeon, American 
Black Duck, Blue-winged Teal,Northern 
Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Redhead, 
Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Green¬ 
winged Teal. Ruddy Ducks and of course 
Mallard. Alongside the highway at the 
ponds w'e saw Bonaparte’s Gull, Ring- 
Billed Gull, Herring Gull, some GreatBlack- 
backed Gulls and aCaspianTem. Farther 
on, Kevin pointed out an Amencan Golden- 
Plover and somebufif-breasted Sandpipers 
on a far shore - this w’as definitely a time 
for ascope, I couldn’t even see them in my 
glasses. The Solitary Sandpiper and 
Spotted Sandpipers were easier to sight. 

The warblers w ere moving along the 

Owl Needs Your Help! 

The Haldimand/Norfolk Region 
(southwest ofHamilton) has been targeted 
as the initial test area to re-establish the 
Bam Ow'l in soutlnvestem Ontano. The 
goal of the Ontano Bam Ow l Recovery' 
Proj ect is to increase Bam Owl populations 
in Ontano to self-sustaining levels. The 
initial steps of the recovery' plan involve 
erecting a large number of nest boxes on 
bams and silos, in areas of open field and 
pastureland in the region. And this is 
w'here w'e need your help! 

We are w orking to get the majonty of 
these nest boxes (200) up this fall before 
the snow flies early December. To 
accomplish this, we need people able to 
volunteer time to come out (weekday's or 
weekends) to join the Bam Owi team in 


shore at Confederation beach and we saw 
some Yellow-rumped, Magnolia and 
Blackbumians. While on the other side of 
the road at the ponds aw'aited our main 
course of the day, a Sora played in the 
reeds, and a Wilson’s Phalarope was 
searching the water, along with Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Killdeer, 
Least Sandpiper and a Semipalmated 
Plover. 

We noted 70 different birds and then 
ourtime and energy' only limited us. b ut we 
will be back. 

I felt it w'as a very' good day ofbirding 
and want to thank those who assisted in 
the identification list for the tnp. Our 
thanks to Kevin for sharing his time, 
knowiedge and enthusiasm as w'ell as the 
opportunity to visit our shore birds around 
town. 


putting these boxes 
up in different areas 
across the Haldimand 
/NorfolkRegionIThis j 
work involves climbing ■ 
tall ladders and holding 
ordrillinglargewooden 
boxes into place. If this 
sounds like something 
you can do, and you’d like to 
participate, please contact:Tanya 
McGregor, Barn Owl Nest Box 
Coordinator Bird Studies Canada P O 
Boxl60PortRow'an,ONN0E IMOTel: 
(519) 586-3531 or Toll-Free 888-448- 
2473 Fax (519) 586-3532 Email: 
generalinfo@bsc-eoc.org For more 
information on the Bam Owi Recovery 
Project visit the Internet site: http:/, 
www.bsc-eoc.org/barnowi. htmlH 



page 50 





November 1999 


The Wood Duck 


Through rain, sleet or snow Norm gets the Wood Duck out! 


by Jocelyn Neysmith 

Norman Ralstonhas lived inHamilton 
for most of his life. He was bom on 
Sydney Street, which at the time was 
known as the last street in Hamilton. Of 
course the city has since grown around 
Sydney Street, and Norm’s family home 
hasbeenreplacedbyamall. But during his 
childhood,Norm’shomeonSydney Street 
housed cats, singing canaries, a couple of 
geese, a rabbit and a terrier who used to 
make regular forays over the train tracks 
to fight with the rats in the dump. 

Norm’s obvious love for animals led 
to an interest in nature in general, and this 
curiosity was encouraged by his parents. 
He became interested in trees and kept a 
leaf collection at one point. 

Norm has travelled extensively over 
the years, including three trips to South 
Africaand athree-monthjoumey covering 
the length and breadth of Australia. He 
has also travelled around Europe, and 
recalls adventures such as going down a 
coal mine in southern Scotland and 
watching an Ice Capades sho win aRoman 
theatre. 

In the mid-1970s, when Norm made 
the decision to augment his knowledge of 
lo cal natural history, he naturallyj oined the 
HNC. He quite enjoyed outings to the 
Club’s sanctuaries, Spooky Hollow and 
Short Hills, and used to lead a number of 
the summer walks, ‘" back whenyou didn’t 
have to know all the plants’ botanical 
names ’ ’, remembers Norm. 

He was later asked to join the HNC 
Board of Directors, and went on to serve 
as President from 1982-1984. 

For a number of years Norm also 


VOLUNTEER CORNER 

An active octogenarian, Norm 
Ralston has u a very full life. 
Eor the past two decades, though, 
he h as dedicated const derahle 
time to the Club. 

helped out atthe monthly general meetings, 
organizing and setting up the proj ector for 
the speaker. 

After stepping down as President, 
Norm began serving as the Wood Duck 
mailing coordinator, and has done so ever 
since. Before the newsletter was printed 
professionally, the mailing committee 
would print, collate and stuff envelopes to 
get the Wood Duck out every month. 
Nowadays Norm sorts the mailing labels 
into the appropnate Canada Post bag 
numbers each month, to ensure that the 
HNC maintains its reduced mailing rate. 
Then he and his wife Marge host the 
members ofthe mailing committee as they 
stuff the envelopes. 

Norm has know the members ofthe 
WoodDuckmviXmg committee since his 
early days with the HNC, and calls them 
“themostloyal group (hejhaseverworked 
with”. The people who have been 
responsibleforgettingtheWoodDuckto 
members each month include Hazel 
Broker, Sheila Forbes, Jo Harschnitz, 
Norman and Mars Pomffet, Ian and 
Barbara Reid, Maria Sedgwick, Jim and 
Jean Stollard and Phyllis Vair. 

Committee member Jean Stollard 
describes Norm as a man who is “very 
committed and would never ask anyone 
else for help’ ’. She notes that the task of 


coordinating the mailing of the Wood 
Duck “is in very good hands”. “Norm 
and Marge make the mailing committee 
meetings very welcoming, andit’s largely 
because of this environment that 
committee members have formed asocial 
group” adds Jean. 

Norm himself takes a very practical 
view of the situation, saying “somebody 
has to do it, and I have some spare time to 
sort the labels and run the mail bags down 
to the Post Office. There’s lots to be done 
and people seem to expect to be paid for 
everything, butnot every organization can 
afford that. ’ ’ He sees many benefits to the 
job, though, especially getting to know 
“pleasant people of similar spirit” and 
enjoys the committee meetings so much 
that he wouldn’t want to miss them even 
if he weren’t hosting! ||! 


Renewal Notice 

If you have not yet renewed your 
HNC membership for the 1999-2000 
year, your Wood Duck this month 
contains a note to that effect! The 
membershipyearrunsffomSeptember 
to September, so please renew as soon 
as possible. Membership fees are listed 
on the back of the newsletter, and 
cheques made payable to the 
HamiltonNaturalists ’ Club may be sent 
to the Club address (also on the back of 
the newsletter). You may also renew' 
your membership at the November 
general meeting. If your renew'al and 
this newsletter have crossed paths in 
the mail, please disregard the notice. 
Should you have any questions, please 
call Membership Director Jocelyn 
Neysmith at 540-1094. H 
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Looking up in November 


by Margaret Walton 

If predictions are right, this could be 
the year for one of the most spectacular 
meteor showers in decades. This is the 
Leonid meteor shower, named because 
the meteors appear to be coining from the 
direction of the constellation Leo. It 
occurs when the Earth crosses the orbit of 
CometTemple-Tuttle. Dust and pebbles 
from the comet’s tail disintegrate in the 
upper atmosphere causing meteors and 
fireballs. 

The best showers occur on an 
approximate 3 3 year cycle. Thelastmajor 
storm occurred in 1966, placing 1999 in an 
ideal position for another. Thepeakoflhe 
shower will most likely occur very early 
morning November 18, but could occura 
night either side ofthat date. Thenightsof 
November 16, 17 and 18 wall be great 
times to pull outyour lawn chairs, turn off 
all your outside lights, lay back and see 
what happens. 

November this year is agreattimeto 
look at the planets. Jupiter and Saturn are 
at their best right now and can be seen in 
theeveningtotheeast. Jupiterisextremely 
bright and leads Saturn across the sky'. 
Venus rises 3.5 hours before sunset and is 
verybright. Marscanbeseeninthesouth- 
southwest at dusk. Mercury can be seen 
just before sunrise near the end of 
November. 

A very special event will take place 
late in the afternoon on November 15 th . 
Mercury will move across the face of the 
sun. We should be able to see this event 
just as the sun is setting, first contact 
should be about 4: l Opm. The sun will be 
very low' to the hoiizon, so view' this from 
a place where you have an unobstructed 


view. As well, make sure you observe 
with the same precautions you would use 
during a solar eclipse. A telescope with 
a full aperture solar filter is best for this 
event. 

The Hamilton Amateur Astronomers 
hold public monthly meetings, usually on 


by Linda Pirn 

This past June and July saw 
unauthorized tree-cutting at the 
Escarpment face within the Escarpment 
Natural Area, nght on the Bruce Trail 
near Cline Mountain Road in the Town of 
Grimsby. It was concerned local citizens 
who brought the forest destruction to the 
attention of governments and the media. 

A logging operator contracted by 
landowner Vincent Lenart removed about 
25 truckloads of wood along a500-metre 
stretch ofthe Bruce Trai 1 without approval 
either under Niagara Region's tree 
conservation by-law or Niagara 
Escarpment development control 
regulations administered by the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission. 

Niagara Region issued a w'aming 
letter to landowner Lenart at the end of 
June stipulating the by-lawnestrictions; his 
logging contractor continued to cut until 
the end of July. The Region has not yet 
determined whether the cutting violated 
its by-law. 

Local residents such as John James 
of Grimsby have complained that the by- 
lawandtheNEC regulations are powerless 
to stop the cutting, and that they can try to 
secure fines and other penalties only after 
the environmental damage is done. 


the second Friday of each month, 
September to June, in the Hamilton 
Spectator Building Auditorium Thenext 
meeting is November 12, 7:30pm and 
features a "Multimedia presentation on 
the August Solar Eclipse" by JohnNemy 
and Carole Legate. |J1 


At its regular monthly meeting in 
August, the NEC discussed the Gnmsby 
situation. A CONE observer noted that 
several Commissioners were very 
concerned about the cutting and about a 
regulatory' regime that is apparently unable 
to stop it. NEC director Frank Shaw 
suggested that poor control oftree-cutting 
merited abroaderpolicy discussion by the 
Commission in the near future. This is 
somewhat ironic given that the pro vincial 
government just approved, in February 
1999, 'improvements' to the Niagara 
Escarpment development control 
regulationthatincludestree-cutting. CONE 
had commented in detail on the weakness 
of the proposed regulatory changes, but 
our concerns went largely unheeded. 

Logging in the most protective land 
use designations (Escarpment Natural 
Area, Escarpment Protection Area) is a 
problem in several parts of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan Area. To keep up-to- 
date on the Grimsby situation, contact 
John James at (905) 945-9338, or email 
him atj ,james@sympatico. ca. 

This article is excerpted from the 
newsletter of the Coalition on the 
Niagara Escarpment. You can contact 
CONE at (416) 960-2008 or by email at 
<cone@interlog.com>. §§ 


Escarpment tree-cutting near Grimsby 
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Environment Canada’s Assessment of the Red Hill Valley 


The following was prepared by 
Environment Canada staff as part of 
the federal environmental assessment 
of the Red Hill Expressway project. 
The document is dated April 26, 1999. 

The Biological Inventory of the Red 
Hill Valley (HNC 1996) contains a very 
comprehensiveanalysisofmigratorybirds. 
In addition to recent data on spring 
migration, and fall migration, detailed 
historical data (1947-1994) are also 
included. It was found that the Red Hill 
Valley supported over 70 species of 
breeding birds in 1995. The Biological 
Inventory of the Red Hill Valley states, 
and weconcur, thatthesiteis importantto 
migrant landbirds within the urban arearn 
and around the City of Hamilton. The 
report compares the Red Hill Valley to the 
Royal Botanical Gardens located at the 
west end of Hamilton Harbour, an area 
more widely recognized to be important, 
especially to fall migrants. Results between 
the two sites were similar, and the long¬ 
term (April 1947 - September 1994) list of 
263 bird species found in the Red Hill 
Valley, compiled by local naturalists, 
supports this conclusion. 

The fact that the Red Hill Valley has 
been given a lot of coverage by local 
birders is initself agood indication that itis 
a good site for migrants. The Red Hill 
Valley is in a strategic location - being 
towards the east end of the city, it connects 
theNiagaraEscarpment to the lakeshore. 
In this corridor function, it provides asite 
for migrating bird stop-over, and local 
movement in spring. As in the case ofVan 
Wagner’s Ponds and Marshes, and the 
RedHillCreekMarsh, the Red Hill Valley 
also has local significance as one of the 


In summary, running a large 
road down ike mi ddle of ike 
nanow valley will certainly result 
in the pkysical loss of kahiiat, 
and furiker fragmentation of a 
site tkat is used as a migration 
com dor by birds, particularly in 
spang. 


last natural areas in the predominantly 
urban landscape. 

More specifically, the Red Hill Valley 
is an important location for migrating 
landbirds for several reasons. 


• It is near the shore of the Great 
Lakes. Wooded or natural areas near the 
Great Lakes shore have higher 
concentrations of birds than inland sites, 
and their significance in this regard has 
been the object of conservation efforts in 
New York State. Migrating birds tend to 
concentrate near the shores of the Great 
Lakes because the lakes are large bodies 
of open water that represent significant 
barriers to migration. Sites within about a 
half mile of the shoreline are most 
important, especially whenmigrating birds 
run into inclement weather over Lake 
Ontario, and are forced to seek the nearest 
available shelter. Although only a part of 
the Red Hill Valley is within about a half 
mile ofhe shoreline, that part is contiguous 
with other habitat that is apparently suitable 
for birds to stop-over. Birds are known to 
land in the most convenient location under 
such circumstances, before making their 
way to the most suitable foraging area or 
cover, Itis reasonable to concludethatthis 
would lead birds landing in the Van 


Wagner’s Ponds and Marshes and the 
Red Hill Creek Marsh area, to mo ve from 
the lakeshore inland along the Red Hill 
Valley. 

• It is one of the few remaining 
forested areas along this stretch of shore, 
and therefore takes on added significance. 

• The site is large relative to most 
woodlands near this stretch of shore, 
which probably makes it more visible and 
attractive. Its large size, and current state, 
probably enhances its ability to support 
more migrants. 

• Itis near the comer ofLake Ontario 
and therefore is at a concentration point 
for migrating birds - particularly those 
moving north. This is probably of some 
significance to diurnal migrants in search 
of food or cover. 

• It is contiguous with the Niagara 
Escarpment, whichinitselfprovides stop¬ 
over habitat for migrating birds. The 
Niagara Escarpment acts as a migration 
corridor for hawks, and because it is the 
largest area of wooded habitat for some 
distance, it probably also concentrates 
other migrants. Migrating birds moving 
along the Niagara Escarpment may also 
move into the Red Hill Valley and stop¬ 
over there. 

• The Red Hill Valley connects the 
Niagara Escarpment with the lakeshore, 
thereby providing an opportunity for 
migrating birds to funnel northwards in 
spring, and southwardsinfaU. Fornoctumal 
migrants in particular, this would represent 
relatively minor local movement, but the 
continuous strip ofhabitatwouldfacilitate 
local movements to suitablefoodsources. 

• The Red Hill Valley probably has 


page 53 


The Wood Duck 


November 1999 


added significance for migrating birds 
because it is a creek valley with varied 
habitats. Many of these habitats are early 
or mid-successional, and this provides 
superior cover and food for stopped-over 
migrants. Many landbirds prefer edge (i. e. 
scrub and shrub) or structurally complex 
habitats onmigration. Stream-sidehabitats 
in particular typically provide relatively 
large populations of insects during the 
spring migration, and insects and berries 
during fall migration. In this respect, due to 
the urban surroundings of the Red Hill 
Valley, it is the best habitat for some 
distance around. 

While there is concern that habitat 
loss and fragmentation have reduced the 
amountofgood stop-overhabitat generally 
in North America, there is little data on 
how the reduction in habitat affects 
individualsorpopulationsofmigratingbirds. 
We know that birds concentrate near the 
edges ofbamers such as the Great Lakes, 
and so can assume that habitats in these 
areas have special significance, but we do 
not have any means of knowing how 
important they are. That is, we do not 
know if the loss ofthese habitats is affecting 
population levels of birds, but such 
information will likely not be available for 
alongtime, if ever. However, to quoteone 
major article on this topic: “If the 
persistenceofmigrantpopulationsdepends 
on the bird’s ability to find favourable 
conditions forsurvival throughout theannual 
cycle, factors associated with en-route 
ecology' of migrants must figure in any 
analysis of population change and in the 
development of comprehensive 
conservation 'strategy'" for Neotropical 
wintering landbird migrants” (Moore and 
Simons 1992). 

The importance of shoreline sites for 


migrating songbirds is mentioned in 
“Towards Conserving the Birds of 
Ontario” (Cheskey 1995), so there has 
been some attempt to make such 
conservation efforts part of Ontario’s 
strategy. Similarly, another major article 
on the topic (Moore etal 1995) states that: 

1 ‘ Protection and management ofhabitats 
used by migrants before and after they 
cross ecological barriers should be a 
prominent conservation priority.” The 
ecological barrier provided by Lake 
Ontario, particularly near its narrow' end, is 
not likely to be a major factor under most 
circumstances, but during inclement 
weather it w'ould be. The cumulative 
environmental effects of development 
along shoreline areas, particularly in the 
Golden Horseshoe, continues to reduce 
the amount ofsuitablehabitat available for 
migrants. 

In summary', running a large road 
down the middle ofthe narrow valley will 
certainly result in the physical loss of 
habitat, and further fragmentation of asite 
that is used as a migration comdor by 
birds, particularly in spring. Several 
important facts relating to the loss of 
habitat have been made available. For 
example, the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-W entworth (DSRv.2,p.5,para 
5)has estimated thatapproximately40,000 
trees (i.e. 41,471 trees) with trunk diameters 
greater than 5 centimetres will be removed 
(B.6, App 4. p.A-12, para. 3). This will 
occur when a variety of vegetation 
communities and wildlife habitats, 
comprising approximately 25 % of the Red 
Hill Valley' between Mud Street and 
Brampton Street will be cleared as a result 
of construction (DSR v.e, p.5, para.4). It 
should be noted that this loss ofhabitat has 
been calculated on an areal basis — in 
many sections of the Right-Of-Way, the 


loss ofvegetation communities and wildlife 
habitats will be virtually complete (DSR 
v.2, Map 2A). 

It is also noted that an additional 25 % 
of the Red Hill Valley between Mud 
Street and Brampton Street may be 
negatively impacted by Expressway 
construction activities (eg dust, erosion, 
sedimentation, etc.), and traffic operation 
(eg. saltspray, noise, pollution, etc.) (DSR 
v.2, p.5, para.4). In any case, there will 
likely be a loss of use at least proportional 
to the loss ofhabitat, so every effort should 
be made to minimize the effect of the 
roadway on terrestrial habitats. This will 
be extremely difficult, due to the 
narrowness ofthenatural conidorbetween 
Greenhill Avenue and Brampton Street, a 
distance of approximately 4.3 kilometres 
(B.6,p.l6,para.2). 

In addition to the Expressway 
construction, the problem ofhabitat loss 
may be further compounded by the 
cumulative environmental effects 
associated with the installation of a 
combined sewer outfall. There are also 
plans to realign the existingnatural channel 
of Red Hill Creek to the west side of the 
Expressway, using a natural channel 
design approach for the reconstructed 
channel. This Fisheries Actmitigation will 
also result in additionalcumulative 
environmental effects, because there will 
be disturbance to terrestrial habitat in the 
areaofthenew'channel, andthefloodplain 
will require ‘ ‘ regrading’ ’ (DSR v. 2, Map 
1). The combined ‘footprint’ of these 
various project components will result in 
essentially all of the vegetation b eing lost in 
manysections ofthehabitatcorridor(D8R 
v.2, Map 2A). 

The location of the Red Hill Valley is 
strategic because it connects the 
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Escarpment to the lakeshore. The removal 
of, or extensive damage to this site, is 
therefore likely to have a more significant 
impact than would occur otherwise. The 
high density of birds in the Red Hill Valley 
during migration penods, as described in 
the Biological Inventory ofRed Hill V alley, 
is likely because ofits location on the south 
shore of Lake Ontario. This does not 
necessarily mean that removal of the site 
will have an effect on provincial bird 
populations, butratherthatdevelopment 
will likely affect the use of the site. There 
is also an argumentto be made, however, 
that the ‘ cumulative environmental effects ’ 
(as defined under CEAA), caused by the 
continued removal oftheselocal sites, will 
have an impact on overall migrating bird 
numbers. Unfortunately, there is a total 


absence of literature on the effects of 
thesetypes of developments on migrating 
birds. 

In conclusion, the Red Hill Valley is 
important to migrating landbirds. 
Destruction of much of the forested or 
natural habitat corridor for a distance of 
over 4 kilometres is likely to have 
considerable impact on the value of the 
Red Hill Valley as a site for migrating 
landbirds. 
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International Youth Scientific and Cultural Experience 


by Barb McKean 

Ifyou’re between the ages of 16 and 
22, read on! The Canadian Museum of 
Nature (CMN) in collaboration with Royal 
Botanical Gardens and the Montreal 
Insectariumis organising afourth Canada 
-Mexicostudentexchangefor2000. This 
programme was developed to promote 
scientific and cultural relations between 
Mexico and Canada. The monarch 
butterfly and migratory birds were chosen 
as the central theme and the link between 
the two countries. 

The premise of this proj ect is that the 
best way for a student to learn is through 
actual experience and involvement. In 
Mexico, participants will have an 
opportunity to experience conservation 
issues related to the monarch and the 
problems associated with waterpollution. 
They will also visit a monarch sanctuary 
and the pyramids. In Canada, the group 


will address the issue of summer habitat 
conservation for the monarch and for 
migratory' birds, learn to raise, tag and 
release monarchs and visit the Insectanum, 
Biodome and theBiosphereinMontreal. 

The selected students will take an 
eight or nine-day trip to Mexico 
accompanied by five adults. 

* Students from CanadavisitMexico 
the first or second week of March 2000 

* StudentsfromMexicovisitCanada 
in June or July 2000 

Candidates must be between the ages 
of 16 and 22, and be fluent in English and/ 
or French (some knowledge of Spanish 
would be an asset). Candidates must 
submit a500 word (maximum) essay that 
details why they wish to participate and 
how they feel they can benefit from this 
opportunity. Theselectionwilltakeplace 


in the fall of 1999. 

Application forms and additional 
information can be downloaded from the 
Canadian Nature Museum’s website at 
<www.nature.ca.> ^ 

New Members 

We would like to welcome the 
followingnewmembers who recently 
joined the HNC: 

Rosalind Chaundry 

Paul and Doris Clayton 

Liz Dowsett 

Cindy Gambarotto 

Edward and Lani Glanville 

Susan Harrington 

Daphne Payne 

Mr. and Mrs. Janies Rowan 

Carole Stewart 

Wendy Thibodeau 

Ann Toner 
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Vision 2020 turns to Action 2020 


by Pierre Arnold 

In 1998, the VISION 2020 Progress 
Team led an extensive review of the 
region’s VISION 2020 strategies. From 
this initiative, transition team volunteers 
accepted the task of creating a business 
plan for anew partnership organization to 
promote and facilitate community-wide 
action on implementing the new strategi es. 
A draft business plan for ACTION 2020 
has been issued late September. The 
Transition Team expects to finalize the 
plan by early October. 

ACTION2020 will be an independent 
community based, not-for-profit 
organization. This multi-sectoral 
organization intends to 

1. Broaden community participation 
in activities that achieve VISION 2020 
and create a sustainable community 

2. Enlist partners and champions in all 
sectors in cooperative action to imple¬ 
ment VISION 2020. 

3. Educate and build awareness of 
the values, principles and strategies of 
VISION 2020 among citizens, 
communities, and organization in the 
private, public and volunteer sectors. 

4. Monitor, evaluate and publicize 
progress in implementing VISION 2020 
and to stimulate action where needed. 

5. Gather and share information on 
sustainable communities. 

Collective cooperation is paramount 
to achieve this goal, and in the end to 
achieve asustainableeommunity by 2020. 
ThenewBoard will be expected to priori tize 
activities, do something worthwhile to score 
an early success, build awareness, and 


pick up some steam. 

The proposed Board consists of 18 
members; three each to represent 
Education, Environment, Social Economy, 
Local governments and boards, plus three 
members at large with financial and public 
relations expertise. 

The Patron’s Council is to consist of 
local MPs, MPPs, Mayors, the Regional 
Chair, representatives of any major 
funders, and the Board Chair. This Council 
is to act in an advisory capacity to the 
Board to improve communication across 
go vemment levels and to aid in fundraising. 

Both individuals and organizations can 
become members on payment of a 
membership fee. It is expected the Board 
will encourage and facilitate existing 
organizations to cany out specific tasks or 
actions. 

HNC members should be aware that 
your representative at VISION 2020 
voiced concern earlier this year about 
creating yet again another not-for-profit 
organization and if successful wall dilute 
existing organizations that are essentially 
struggling to maintain acontinuous healthy 
streamofvolunteer action. However, one 
voice cannot stop a charging elephant and 
turn it around if it doesn’t have a better 
solution. 

It will be interesting to see how 
ACTION 2020 will be able to help the 
Region. Let’s face it, the Region has the 
mandate to apply the Vision 2020 
Strategies for a Sustainable Community 
and on the other hand can do anything it 
wants contrary to the stategies. 

Many members will be wandering 
why we have to wait until the year 2020 to 


achieve an early success for a sustainable 
community when there are so many 
obvious corrections needed in all sectors, 
all of it dependant on enforcement of 
existing laws to the application of common 
decency expected of any citizen, corporate, 
government or otherwise. 

Members should be aware that 37% 
oftheVision2020 strategies orguidelines 
eithercompletely orpartially respond to an 
environmental ornatural requirement 

Only 17% of the ACTION 2020 
board members will be dedicated to 
Environment. Therefore, we need strong 
and effective representation on the board 
of ACTION 2020. 

Any one interested in representing 
the Club on the Board of Action 2020 
should contact Pierre Arnold at 905-648- 
2519.5P 


An Update on 
Project Paradise” 

The guest speaker at the December 
membership meeting(Dec. 13) will be 
Len Simser; He will review Project 
Paradise, including its genesis, early 
challenges, some current indicators of 
marshresponse andplans forthe future. 

Fundraising for the project begain 
in 1991 to provide for habitat restoration/ 
creation work occurring undertheFish 
andWildlifeHabitatRestorationProject 
of the Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan (HHRAP). The ongoing 
implementation activities in Cootes 
Paradise and Grindstone Creek are 
now entering their 9th year. 
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byRobDobos 


Total number of species recorded in the HS A during 1999 to May 31:248. Underlined species or dates require documentation by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For 
species marked with . all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. 

Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), Barb Charlton (BC), DawnChristilaw (DCh), Jack Christilaw (JCh), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos 
(RD), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHh), Jim Heslop (JHe), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jean Johnson (JJ), Dennis Lewington (DL), 
Gwen Lewington (GL), AlfListon (AL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Stuart M ackenzie (SM), Barb McKean (BMK), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), 
John Miles (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Loretta Mousseau (LM), Rod Murray (RM), Niagara PeninsulaHawkwatch (NPH), Jason Pizzey 
(JP), John Olmsted (JO), Brian Pomfret (BP), Alfred Raab (AR), Kayo Roy (KR), Glenda Slessor (GS), Hobbe Smit (HS), Rick Snider 
(RSn), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Brian Wylie (BW), WilfYusek (WY), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HS A -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum# reported 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm.-immature 
1 st yr. -first year 

l sl sum. -first summer 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BR\ 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW\ 
Niagara [NG\ 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [ILL] 


May 1999 

Red-throated Loon#: One over Berry' Tract [HW] May 8 L (BP). 

Common Loon: 18 on Lake Ontario off Walkers Line [HL] May 8 (RD,BC); 12 off Shoreacres [HL] May 22 (KM). 
Pied-billed Grebe: One at Turner Tract, Halton County Forest [HL] May 1 (RC). 

Honied Grebe: Three off Green Rd, Stoney Creek [HW] May 4 (KM); two off Shoreacres May 6 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: 12 off Shoreacres May 27 (RD). 

American Bittern#: One at Binbrook C. A. [HW] May 28 * (WY). 

Great Blue Heron: A heronry with 12 active nests at Grand River near Hwy 403, Brantford [BR] May 24 (JP etal.). 

Great Egret#: One at Dundas Marsh [HW] May 19-20 (JO;BW). 

Snowy Egret#: One over Cootes Paradise [HW] May 14 * (SM). 

Cattle Egre t#: One at Strabane [HW] May 22 * (BW et al. ). 

Turkey Vulture: Birds at BeamerC. A., Grimsby [MJ]: 304-Mar 21,347 -Mar 29,272-Mar 30,327-Apr 3,409-Apr 7 (NPH). 
American Wigeon: Two atSmithville Sewage Ponds [AG] May 4 (KM); one at Dundas Marsh May 8-10 (MM,JHh;RD). 
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Northern Shoveler: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [iVG] May 2 (RD,BC); one at Tollgate Ponds [HW] May 25 (RD). 
Green-winged Teal: Two at Hwy 6N ofHagersville [HN\ May 13 (MM.SM). 

Redhead: One pair at Tollgate Ponds May lO-on(RD); one pair at NE Shore of Harbour [HW\ May24-on (RD;MM). 
Ring-necked Duck: 16 at Vanderliek Pond. Bismarck [iVG] May 4 and one 1 st sum. m. there May 23 (KM). 

Greater Scaup: One m at NE Shore of Harbour May 26 (MM). 

Lesser Scaup: Two at NE Shore of Harbour May 31 (MM) 

Harlequin Duck#: One f off Guelph Line \HL \ May 7 (RC) and off Walkers Line May 22 L (KM). 

Surf Scoter: Two off Venture Inn [HL\ May 13 (MM,SM). 

White-winged Scoter: 40 off Shoreacres May 22 (KM). 

Oldsquaw: 300 at Bronte [HL] May 3 (MJ); one l sl sum. m. atBurlington Beach Canal [HL HW] May 23 (KM); onem. atNE Shore 
of Harbour May 29 (RD.BC). 

Bufflehead: 45 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 2 (RD,BC). 

Hooded Merganser: Two f at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 23 (KM). 

Common Merganser: One m. at NE Shore of Harbour May 12-24 (MM;RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: One f. off Shoreacres May 27 (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: Eight at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 4 (KM); three at Tollgate Ponds May 10 (RD); 16 on Harbour off Bayshore 
Park [HW] May 22 (KM). 

Osprey: A pair nested again for the second year at Grand River S of Cayuga [HN\ by May 9 (JM); another pair began nesting at 
Mountsberg C. A. [ HWWL | in May (fide MS); a breeding pair was also active at Dundas Marsh by early May (m. obs.); one at Binbrook 
C.A May 28 (WY). 

Bald Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C. A.: 7 -Mar 20,8 -Mar 21,1 - Apr 18 L (NPH); one at Dundas Marsh May 16 (MM); one at Ruthven, 
Cayuga [HN\ May 20 L (RL) 

Northern Harrier: A max. of 13 at Beamer C.A. Apr 3 (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 458 -Apr3. 131 -Apr8, 104-Apr 15,113 -Apr 20,143 -Apr25 (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 34 -Mar 21, 23 -Mar 26, 20 - Apr 27 (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1-Marl7,1 -Mar 21, 3-Mar 26,1-Mar 30 (NPH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 3 -Mar 19 F, 158 -Mar 21,130-Apr 3,2-May 11 L(NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C. A.: 1 -Apr 13*, 179-Apr20,269-Apr21,389-Apr24,262-Apr25,468-Apr27(NPH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 11 L (NPH). 

Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C. A.: 2-Mar 19, 2-Mar 20, 1 -Mar 21, 1 -Mar 25, 1 -Mar 31,1 -Apr 24,2-Apr 27 L (NPH). 

Merlin#: Birds at Beamer C. A.: 1 -Mar 15 F, 1 -Apr 20,3 -Apr 24.1 -Apr 25.3-Apr 26,1 -May 1 (NPH); one at Fifty Rd at Lake 
[HW] May 31 L (RD). 

Peregrine Falcon#: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 15 (NPH); one at Burloak Woods [HL] May 11 (MJ); by early May the nesting pair 
at Hamilton’s Sheraton Hotel [HW] had four eggs which failed to hatch - subsequently, two captive bred foster chicks were placed 
in the nest for tire adults to raise (fide MS). 

Wild Turkey#: One at Christie C.A. [HW] May 20 (JFlh). 

Virginia Rail#: One at Christie C.A. Apr 24 * (BW); one at Mineral Springs & Slote Rds [HW] May 3 (JO). 
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Sora#: One at Binbrook C. A. May 1 * (WY); one at Mineral Springs & Slote Rds May 3 (JO); one at Dundas Marsh May 4 (BW). 
Common Moorhen#: One at Binbrook C. A. May 1 * (WY). 

Sandh ill Crane#: One over Hendne Valley [HL\ May 8 L (BMK et all). 

Black-bellied Plover: One 1 sl sum. at Tollgate Ponds May 23*-29 (JO,JHe,KM;RD,BC); one at Dundas Marsh May 28 (DL,CH). 
Semipalmated Plover: 16 atDundas Hydro Pond [//B / ](BW)and 18atTaquanyahC.A. [HN] (DL,GL) May 20*; 20 at Vanderliek 
Pond, Bismarck and four at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 23 (KM); eight at Dundas Marsh May 30 (BW). 

AMERICAN AVOCET#: Five flew past Bronte Harbour May 18 * (JO,RSn). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Valley Inn [HL\ May 8 L (RD,BC). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two at Dundas Marsh May 24 (KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Shoreacres (RD.BC) and one at Dundas Marsh (MM,JHh) May 8 *; two atDundas Hydro Pond May 
22 L (KM). 

Willet#: One at Tollgate Ponds May 23 * (JO,JHe,KM); one at NE Shore of Harbour May 29 L (RD,BC). 

Whimbrel#: One at PetroCanada Pier, Bronte [HL] May 23 * (MJ); 47 at Dundas Marsh May 24 (KM,RD,AR); one at Bronte 
Harbour May 25 L (MJ). 

Marbled Godwit#: Two at Dundas Marsh May 10 * (RSn,RSt;m.obs.). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Dundas Marsh May 10 * (RD), and six there May 30 (BW); two at Tollgate Ponds May 28 (DL,CH). 
Red Knot#: One at Tollgate Ponds May 28 * (DL,CH). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Six at Valley Inn May 8 * (RD,BC), two at Dundas Marsh May 24 (KM). 

Least Sandpiper: Five at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck May 2* (JO,RSt), and21 thereMay23 (KM); 85 at Dundas Hydro Pond May 
13 (RD et all), and 36 there May 20 (BW). 

White-iumped Sandpiper: One at Dundas Marsh May 24 * (RD.KM); one at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck May 29 (KR). 
Dunlin: 30 at Dundas Marsh May 24 (KM); 115 at Dundas Hydro Pond May 27 (BW). 

Ruff#: One black m. at Dundas Hydro Pond May 13 * (BW;m.obs.). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds (JO;DL,CH) and one at Dundas Marsh (JO) May 19*; one griseus at 
Tollgate Ponds May 22-26 (KM;RD). 

Wilson’s Phalarope#: Two m. at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck May 19 * (JO;DL,CH). 

Red-necked Phalarope#: Onem. at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck Mav 23 * (JO,JHe,KM); onef. atDundas Marsh May 30 L(BW). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: Six I s1 sum. at NE Shore of Harbour May 20 (MM); 22 at Dundas Marsh May 30 (BW). 

Thayer’s Gull#: One 1st sum. off Venture Inn May 5 * (KM). 

Iceland Gull#: One 1st sum. off Guelph Line May 6 L (KM). 

Glaucous Gull: One 1st sum. off Hunter Rd. Grimsby [AG] May 4 L (KM). 

Caspian Tern: 600 atNE Shore of Harbour May 20 (MM). 

Common Tern: 280 at NE Shore of Harbour May 20 (MM). 

Black Tern#: Two at Dundas Hydro Pond May 18 * (JO). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Binbrook C. A. Mav 1 * (WY). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo #: Two at Ruthven. CayugaMay 18*-on(RL); one at Dundas Marsh (BW) and two at Red Hill Valley [HW] 
(MM,JHh) May 30 
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Common Nighthawk: Three at Ruthven, Cayuga May 18 * (RL), 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Kilbride [HL] May 7 * (JCh,DCh). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Sideroad 8 W of Guelph Line [HL] May 9 (JCh,DCh); two at English Church Rd E ofHwy 
6 \HW\ May 16-28 (HS;WY); one at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 19 (JO). 

Red-bellied Wood pecker#: SixatRuthven.CayugaMay 1 -on (RL); one at Kilbride [HL] May 2 (JCh,DCh);oneat Burloak Woods 
[HL] May 4 (RD). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: Two at Burloak Woods May 1-14 (MJ); one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 5 (JJ). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 12 * (RL); one at Burloak Woods May 31 (MJ). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Burloak Woods May 11 * (MJ). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Burloak Woods May 31 * (MJ). 

Alder Flycatcher: Two at Ruthven, Cawga May 20 * (RL). 

Willow Flycatcher: Two at English Church Rd E ofHwy 6 May 17 * (HS). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Middletown Marsh [HW] May 3 * (RD); one at Binbrook C. A. May 28 L (WY). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Binbrook C.A. May 1 * (WY). 

Eastern Kingbird: One at Middletown Marsh (RD) and one at Binbrook C.A. (WY) May 1 *. 

White-eyed Vireo#: One at Highland Gardens Park [HW] May 10 * (JO); one at Ruthven. Cayuga May 28 (LM). 
Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 3*-on (RL). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Two at Burloak Woods May 14 L (MJ). 

Warbling Vireo: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 4 * (RL). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Bronte Harbour May 9 * (MJ); one at Shell Park May 23 L (MJ). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Burloak Woods May 7 * (MJ). 

Carolina W ren#: Tw'o at Shoreacres Creek May 6 (RC.GS); one at Burloak Woods Mav 7 (M J); one at Chedoke Radial Trail [HW] 
May 11 (RD). 

Winter Wren: Two at Bronte May 14 L (MJ). 

Marsh Wren#: One at Dundas Marsh May 24 * (RD). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two at Burloak Woods May 6 L (MJ). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Two at Bronte May 17 L (MJ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One pair nesting at Shell Park May 17 (MJ). 

Veery: One at Beamer C.A. (KM) and one at Roseland Creek [HL] (RC,GS) May 5 *. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW\ May 16 * (MM). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at Beamer C.A. May 5 * (KM). 

Hermit Thrush: Two at Ruthven. Cayuga May 21 L (RL). 

Gray Catbird: One at Binbrook C.A. May 1 F (WY). 

American Pipit: Nine at Smithville Sew'age Ponds May 2 F (JO.RSt). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Two at Burloak Woods May 8 * (JO el al.). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 10 * (RL); one m. at Sassafras Woods [HL] May 29 (AA) 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: Two at Ruthven, Cayuga May 8*-on (LM). 
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Golden-winged Warbler#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 4 * (RL); one at Shoreacres Creek May 6 (RC,GS). 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 8 * (MJ), one at Binbrook C. A. May 28 L (WY). 

Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Ruthven. Cayuga May 10 * (RL); one at Burloak Woods May 14 (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: Two at Bronte May 19 L (MJ). 

Northern Panda#: Two at Burloak Woods May 8 (JO etal.) and one there May 11 (MJ); one at Ruthven, Cayuga May 15 (RL); 
one atNorthview Cres, Burlington | HL] May 16 L (MJ). 

Yellow Warbler: One at Middletwon Marsh (RD) and one at Burloak Woods (MJ) May 3 *. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 5 * (RL), and one there May 22 L (RL). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Beamer C. A. (KM) and one at Ruthven, Cayuga (RL) May 5 *; two at Burloak Woods May 31L (MJ). 
Cape May Warbler: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 11 * (RL). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 3 * (MJ); one f. at Fifty Rd at Lake [HW\ May 31 L (RD). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 50 at Ruthven, Cayuga May 7 (RL); one at Burloak Woods May 23 L (MJ). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: OneatN Shore of Cootes Paradise and one at Fifty Point C. A. May 2 * (RD,BC); two at Burloak 
Woods May 17 L(MJ). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 3 * (MJ); two at Bronte May 23 L (MJ). 

Pine Warbler: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 2 (RD,BC;MM); one terr. at Sulphur Springs \HW\ May 3 (RD,MM). 
Palm Warbler: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 15 L (RL). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 6 * and one there May 23 L (MJ). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One at Highland Gardens Park May 12 * (JO); one at Bronte Harbour (MJ) and two at Fifty Point C. A. (RD) 
May 31 L. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Three at Bronte May 14 L (MJ). 

American Redstart: FouratBurloakWoods (MJ) and one at Burlington Central Park [//L](RC,GS)May6*;oneatBurloakWoods 
(MJ) and one at Fifty Rd at the Lake \HW] (RD) May 31 L. 

Prothonotary Warbler#: A terr. pair at Dundas Marsh May 8*-on (JO,AL;m.obs); a second terr. m. there May 10-on 
(RSt,RSn;m.obs). 

Ovenbird: One at Fifty Point C. A. May 2 * (RD,BC); one at Burloak Woods May 25 L (MJ). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Shell Park [HL] May 25 L (MJ). 

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One terr. male at Sulphur Springs May 3*-on (JO); one at Burloak Woods May 8 (JO etal.)- 

Mourning Warbler#: One at Highland Gardens Park May 12 * (JO); two at Bronte (MJ) and one at Ruthven, Cayuga (RL) May 
17; one at Burloak Woods May 27 (MJ); one at Upper Middle Rd & 16 Mile Creek [HL] May 29 (RM). 

Common Yellowthroat: Two at Ruthven, Cayuga May 6 * (RL). 

Hooded Warbler#: One f. at Burloak Woods May 17 * (MJ). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at Shell Park May 8 * (MJ); one at Burloak Woods May 27 L (MJ). 

Canada Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 8 * (MJ); two at Bronte May 25 L (MJ). 

Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Shell Park May 9 * (MJ); one terr. male at Berry Tract May 20-24 (fide MS;BW). 

Scarlet Tanager: One at Shoreacres Creek May 7 * (RC,GS). 

Eastern Towhee: One at Bronte Harbour May 9 L (MJ). 
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Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Burloak Woods May 6 * (MJ). 

Grasshopper Sparrow#: One terr. at Cone 4 W of Brock Rd [HW\ May 8-on (RD,BC); six terr. in Flamborough [HW] May 23 
(JO,JHe), two terr. at Cone 5 E of Brock Rd [HW\ May 29 (RD,BC). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Shell Park May 4 * (MJ); three at Bronte May 19 L (MJ). 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Bronte Woods May 23 L (MJ). 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Burloak Woods May 31 L (MJ). 

White-crowned Sparrow: 33 at Bronte May 17 (MJ); three at Shell Park May 25 L (MJ). 

Dark-eyed Junco: One at Shell Park May 17 L (MJ), 

Lapland Longspur#: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 L (JO.RSt). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Burloak Woods (RD) and two at Kilbride (JCh,DCh) May 4. 

Indigo Bunting: Two at Ruthven, Cayuga May 5 * (RL). 

Bobolink: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 1 * (RL) 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Burloak Woods May 8 L (MJ). 

Orchard Oriole#: One terr. at Ruthven, Cayuga May 2*-on (RL); one at Shoreacres Creek May 6 (RC,GS). 

Baltimore Oriole: One at Brock St. Dundas [HW] May 1 * (BW). 


Please send your bird records for June-July 1999 by Nov 10 to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W., R R #2, Waterdown, Ont., LOR 
2H2;ph: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob. dobos@ec.gc.caiH 


California’s Turkey Vulture Festival 


The Audubon society' in California 
has developed an annual public festival 
around the migration oftheTurkey Vulture, 
one oftheavian kingdom’s mostsuccessfiil 
and ubiquitous subjects. In late September 
theflyoverofthousandsoftheseimpressive 
birds is the focus of the Kem Valley 
Turkey Vulture Festival in Weldon, Kem 
County', California 

4 'TheTurkey VuItureFestivalis timed 
to correspond with one of the finest 
weekends for observing fall migration in 
the state of California, ” says Dan T aylor, 
executive director of Audubon-Califomia. 

: 'The vulture migration is a stinmg 
sight, and the festival offers fun 
opportunities forthe wholefamily, includ¬ 
ing a vulture count, hawk watches, bird 
banding, children's activities and 


educational presentations, that help us 
help California’s birds. ’ ‘ 

The festival takes place in the Kem 
River V alley, a stunning setting surrounded 
by the 7,000 to 8,000-foot peaks of the 
Sequoia National Forest, at the height of 
the birds’ fall migration. 

At last year’s festival, 2,686 Turkey 
V ultures were counted over the weekend. 
During the course of the fall census, 
September first through October, 20; 
25,216 of the birds were counted. 

“The magnitude of the Turkey 
Vulture migration over this southern Sierra 
Nevada count site is one of the largest 
known in North America,” says Bob 
Barnes, state director ofbird conservation 
programs for Audubon-Califomia 


“The vulture count, begun in 1994 by 
Terri Gallon and Sean Rowe at the Kem 
River Research Center, would not be 
possible without volunteer participation 
during the festival and the rest of the 
autumn.” 

The event is sponsored by dozens of 
state and local agencies, local businesses, 
and non-governmental organizations. 

Sponsors include: National Audubon 
Society-Califomia; Southern California 
Edison; Sequoia National Forest; Kem 
Valley Revitalization Committee; 
California Native Plant Society; The 
Turkey Vulture Society and the California 
Department of Fish and Game. H 


page 62 


November 1999 


The Wood Duck 


Junior member enjoys attending the 
FON Young Naturalists Camp 


The Hamilton JuniorNaturalists Club, 
a partnership between the HNC and the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, received an 
Award of Merit at this year’s 
Environmentalist of the Year Awards 
Dinner in June. Itwas anhonour the Club 
received for instilling and encouraging an 
appreciation for nature in the Junior 
Naturalists atthe monthly Saturday morning 
meetings. 

Many members may not be aware 
thattheHNC also sends one lOto 12year- 
old member of the Junior Club to the 
F ederation of Ontano N aturalists Y oung 
Naturalists Camp each summer. Leader 
Barb McKean coordinated an essay 
contest among the older children, and this 
year’s winner was 12-year-old grade 7 
student Andrea Benj amin. 

The following is an excerpt from 
Andrea’s essay. 

‘ 'The thing that I like best about being 
a Junior Naturalist is that we learn about 
nature. Personally, I think it’s important 
for everyone to know about nature! 

‘ 'There was one time that we had a 
family of raccoons living close to us. 
When they decided to move the mother 
had to take her young to their new home 
one at a time. When she had taken all but 
one of her babies the one baby raccoon 
left decided to climb down the tree it was 
in and say hello The one image of that day 
that remains imprinted in my mind is when 
that small, furry raccoon sat up about a 
foot away from me and cooed alittle hello. 

"My favourite meeting of the 98/99 
year was by far the time when we went 
out and made apple cider. I never really 


knew how to make it, and besides, we got 
to taste our creation afterwards. We also 
learned how to make rope out of grass and 
other natural materials. This I found to be 
veryuseful. Ihad(andstilldo)alwaysread 
all these books like ‘Hatchet’ and ‘My 
Side ofthe Mountain’ andhadneverheard 
howto make rope.” 

After her expenence at the FON 
camp at the Leslie M. Frost Natural 
Resource Centre south of Dorset at the 
end of July, Andrea wrote to thank the 
HNC for her experience. 

"Dear members of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club, 

Thank you very much for sponsoring 
me for the FON. naturalist camp. I 
enjoyed myself thoroughly. It was a 
wonderful experience and a valuable one 
too. Everyone there seemed to want to be 
there, some kids at other camps seem 
forced to go. I think everyone (including 
myself) absolutely loved the camp. 

The instructors (Teresa, Ian and many 
more) did such an unbelievably wonderful 
job! They knew so much about nature, I 
kind of wondered how their brains fit all 
that information in. It was a wonderful 
camp with even more wonderful people. 
I was very proud to representtheHamilton 
branch ofthe JuniorNaturalists. 

A Ihousand thank-yous, 

AndreaG. Benjamin” 

The Junior Naturalists meet on the 
last Saturday of the month. Contact 
coordinator John Hannah at 628-5329 
for more information. §H 


Book Review 

Stalking the Wild Amaranth: 
Gardening in an Age of Extinction 
by Janet Marinelli, 1998. 

by Virginia Cameron 

Perhaps you have never heard of 
the wild amaranth. Itisheaded toward 
extinction. It is a cousin ofthe Showy 
Amaranthus caudutus, love-lies- 
bleeding. Itis a victim of development 
and the zeal of gardeners to transform 
natural landscapes into the unnatural. 

Extinction is happening here. 
Biodiversity is threatened here in your 
garden and mine. The symbol of the 
perversity of this crisis is the North 
American lawn. The author argues 
that we must give up our love affair 
with the lawn, which she labels as 
industrial because of the machinery 
and resources which it requires. 

She advocates a shift to the ‘ ‘new 
American lawn”, which is no lawn at 
all, but rather a meadow. A natural 
lawn is never watered or fertilized or 
chemically treated. Hence it contains 
plants other than grass and supports 
much more insect life. 

The author - who edits the 
quarterly gardening handbooks 
published by the Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens - recommends the use of 
native plants and trees. Her condemn¬ 
ation of the water-wasting traditional 
lawn may spur you to switch to 
groundcover such as periwinkle and 
pachysandra. 

The rewards will be money inyour 
pocket and the inner satisfaction that 
you are helping to preserve the infinite 
variety of plants for the future. 
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Farley Mowat ... whether writing 
about Wol, the fledgling Great Homed 
Owl he kept during his early days on the 
prairies, his experiences studying wolves 
in Canada’s northlandj ust after world war 
two, or his attempts to save a stranded 
whale near the Newfoundland outport of 
Burgess where he lived bnefly ... he is 
Canada’s master teller of tales 

To gain insight into the character of 
this passionate Canadian, one reads his 
autobiographical accounts ofhis boyhood 
here in Ontario and in Saskatchew an, his 
w'ar experiences, or his frequent encounters 
with government bureaucracy. But 
underlying virtually all ofhis thirty-plus 
books is his concern for the environment 
and home sapiens’ rapacious attitude 
towards it over the past several centuries. 

In his latest book, The Farfarers 
(Key Porter 1998 $32.95), he presents a 
powerful case for there having been a 
European presence on Canada" s Atlantic 
seaboard several centuries before the 
Basque whalers and the Viking sojourners 
atL’Anse-au-Meadow. 

His claim is that the chief items of 
trade of the peoples of the Orkneys and 
Shetlands with southern Europe were 
w'alnis hides and ivory. As local stocks 


were depleted , he submits that these hardy 
people whom he calls Albans, followed 
thestepping stone path the Faroes, thence 
to Iceland, Greenland, the Ungava Bay 
area, the Labrador coast, and eventually 
to the southw'est part of Newfoundland. 
Furthermore, he suggests that the blood of 
these ancient seafarers intermingled with 
that ofthe native people and later European 
fishermen still flow's in the veins of that 
long-isolated partofNewfoundland. 

Although much more likely to stir up 
discussion amongst students of history' 
and anthro pology than among naturalists 
and environmentalists, arecent reading of 
this gnpping sagasent me to my bookshelf 


to re-read Mow'at’s Sea of Slaughter 
(McClelland & Stewart 1984) in whichhe 
chronicles the centuries of unmitigated 
exploitation ofthe birds, crustaceans, fish 
and marin mammals alongthenortheastem 
seaboard of Canada and the United States. 
This is a timely read in light ofthe current 
controversy between the lobster fishing 
factions in that area. 

Other books by Mow'at of particular 
interest to environmentalists including 
Virunga (1987), a biography of Dian 
Fossey, and Rescue the Earth ' (1990), 
conversation with thirteen crusaders 
dedicated to protectinglheplanet’s abused 
natural heritage. Wt 


Incineration and health in Hamilton 


"Living With the SWARU 
Incinerator: Does Burning Garbage Put 
Your Health at Risk?" is the topic of a 
public meeting on Friday, November 5th 
at 7:30 pm at St. Bernard’s School on 
Nash Road (at Kentlev) in east Hamilton. 

The speaker will be Dr. Paul Connett. 
W'ho teaches chemistry at St. Lawrence 
University in NY State and is an 
acknowledged expert on w'aste 
management issues. Over the past 15 
years he has given public presentations 
on the topic throughoutNorth America 
and in numerous other countries. 

He has particular concern with 
incineraters for two reasons: Firstly the 
environmental threat they pose, 
especially through dioxin emissions 
entering the food chain. Secondly the 
hugemisplaceduseoftaxpayers" money 
they' represent. He will discuss viable 
alternatives to incineration as a w aste 
disposal method and by so doing provide 
both the community and regional 


government some good information 
w'hich seems to be lacking at present. 

Hamilton-Wentworth bums all of 
its household garbage at the Region's 
SWARU incinerator located on Kenora 
Avenue between Barton Street and the 
QEW. Regional Council recently voted 
for a 40% increase in the amount of 
garbage burned at SWARU. Even 
before this increase, the SWARU 
incinerator produced over 90% ofall the 
dioxins emitted in Ontario by municipal 
incinerators. 

Both steel mills emit dioxins, and 
they are almost certainly also released 
into the air by the three hospital 
incinerators in Hamilton. Dioxin 
emissions were the major concern 
associated wath the Plastimet fire. 

The meeting is sponsored by the 
Western Lake Ontaiio Environmental 
Coalition, as part of amonthly series on 
environmental issues in the Hamilton 
area. jH 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, November 8 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Adventures 
in South Africa 

Dr. Christine Bishop 

Join us this evening as Christine Bishop shows 
us the exciting wildlife diversity she discovered 
during her recent trip through South Africa. 
She will also talk of the history of South Africa 
and the current state of life there. 

Next Month 

Monday, December 13 : 8:00pm 

Celebrating Paradise: an 
Update on Project Paradise 

See description of this talk on page 56 of this 
issue of the Wood Duck ; 


Plant Study Group 

Tuesday, November 16, 1999 7:30 pm 
Scout House, 375 James St. S. Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting in 
touch with the natural world. The group will be 
meeting at Scout House from Sept to May. 
Please check the Wood Duck for the correct 
day as it will change throughout the year. 

The topic this month is: Endangered species 
of our area. 

Organizer: Jean Stollard 634-3538 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, November 15 7:30p.m. 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 

867 Lakeshore Rd. 
Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a discus¬ 
sion of recent bird sightings, an identification 
session and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of binding. If you are a 
beginning birder, come out to leam more 
about birds. If you are an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. 

This month: Ron Scovell of Etobicoke will 
share his Peruvian birding experiences. 

Contact the BirdHotline (648-9537) for more 
information or visit the HNC website. 


SUBMISSIONS WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood Duck. Please 
send submissions to Don McLean, 68-151 
Gateshead Crescent,Stoney Creek,Ontario 
L8G 3W1. Youcanalsoe-mailsubmissions 
to: don.mdean@hwcn.org. 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Club's Membership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board who 
will arrange a ride for you! Members of the 
Board of Directors, togetherwith their phone 
numbers, are listed on the back page. Guests 
are always welcome at our meetings. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, October 30 
FALLWILDFLOWERWALK 

Dean Gugler shares his knowledge and interest 
about wildflowers on this walk. Meet at 1 p.m. 
at Sanctuary Park inDundas. Useparkentrance 
from Sanctuary' Drive in the Pleasant Valley 
neighbourhood in Dundas. Follow' Pleasant 
Ave. off Old AncasterRd. For information call 
627-9779. 

Sunday, November 7 
FALL BIRD COUNT 

All birders are needed to obtain full coverage. 
Contact Bill Lamond at (519) 756-9546 to 
participate. 

Sunday, December 26 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

As part of a much larger project, this Boxing 
Day tradition provides important data on 
wintering bird populations. New counters 
are encouraged tojoin. Formore info contact 
Mark Jennings in advance 335-5210. 

Saturday, January 1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY IN THE VALLEY 

Start the new year off on the right foot(path). 
Meet John Struger at 10 a m. at the Red Hill 
Valley Bowl parking area, where King St. and 
Lawrence Ave, come together. For more 
information contact John at 547-5116. 

Saturday, January 8 
HAWKS AND OWLS 

Go searching for winter birds out in the 
country. Meet at 9 a.m. at the SouthHamilton 
MallN-W comer ofRymal andUpper James, 
near C.I.B.C. Bring a lunch as this excursion 
continues into the afternoon. Snow/bad 
weather day is Sunday January 23. For 
information contact Mike Street at 648-3737. 

Sunday,January 9 

LAKE ONTARIO WINTER BIRD COUNT 

Part of a lake-wide waterfowl census. We 
cover the shore from Bronte Harbour to Fifty 
Point. To confirm your participation and the 
when and where, contact George Naylor at 
575-9016. 
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HNC Board of Directors 


1999-2000 

Executive 


President: 

Christine Bishop 

648-8665 

Vice-President: 

Glenn Barrett 

525-2142 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen 

627-1034 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: 

Sheila O'Neal 

389-7598 

FON Rep: 

Don McFadyen 

627-1034 

Field Events: 

Heather Wilson 

528-2725 

Membership: 

Jocelyn Neysmith 

540-1094 

Past President: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Program: 

Tom Crooks 

634-1178 

Publicity’: 

Ken Ha'll 

627-1320 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Alf Senior 

527-0905 

Wood DuckEditor: 

Don McLean 

664-87% 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 628-5329 

Plant Study Group Leaders: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 

Birding Hotline: 648-9537 
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Membership Fees 1999-2000 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Semor/Student Jomt Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Citizens' Guide to the Protection of 

the Natural Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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